Questions Asked and Answered during the NSF DR K-12 Program webinars
October 28, 2011 webinar

1. Dollar figures are for grants are per year, correct?
2. Is it required or preferable to have an Evaluator identified in the proposal application, or can they be identified after awarded?
3. Does a conference proposal require a letter of intent?
4. If an exploratory project uses an advisory committee for evaluation, do they need to be an external committee? To clarify: can a qualified person from a different department within your same agency evaluate the project?

5. Does the letter of intent need to be approved before a full proposal is submitted?
6. For exploratory projects, does independent evaluation mean external, or can you have an internal evaluator (same agency) from a department evaluate the project?

7. Can you guide us to an example of a Data Management Plan?
8. Does the full proposal need to be the exact same project idea as the idea described in the mandatory letter of intent?
9. Does the full proposal need to have the same title as the LOI?
10. Can you explain cost sharing?
11. Do you have to have a post doc plan if no post docs are involved in the project?
12. For the Letter of Intent, what is the difference between STEM focus and STEM discipline?  Both are listed in the RFP.
13. When is the best time to make phone appointments with program officers to discuss the idea?
14. Should we name the evaluator and gets his resume attached or a letter? 
15. The call states that we might be able to apply up to 4 million for larger projects...what constitutes large?

16. Are grants provided on a reimbursement basis or are funds provided upfront?
17. So in kind contributions should not be included?
18. We have to include intellectual merit and broader impact statements in both the project summary and project description, correct?
19. Which program officer should we consult for a program that focuses on Early Childhood Education and spans several science areas?
20. Do we need IRB approval before submitting the DRK_12 proposal?

21. Can a learning strand project study learning and teaching processes within an existing curriculum?

22. I need a clear understanding of the 2 month salary for the PI.  What does that mean? Does that mean they only get paid for two months and the grant is for 4 years. In the budget can or cannot there be a secretary?

23. I never knew before that Social Science was included in DRK-12.Can you say anything more about that? Anything special to keep in mind in preparing a proposal related to teaching and learning of Social Science?

24. If someone is on the proposal for more than 2 months time, does that need prior approval or just justification within the proposal?
November 1, 2011 webinar

1. Given what was said about these grants being for school settings and not primarily informal learning settings, would it realistically be considered a disadvantage if the lead agency is the informal learning setting, even though we believe the project meets those criteria otherwise?

2. I understand "independent review and evaluation of the project activities" but isn't the RESEARCH aspect supposed to examine "impact"? The research team, however, should use evaluation information to understand potential moderation of impacts.  Is that a fair statement?

3. If the proposal is focused on Strand 3, does the grade or age focus on the grade those teachers teach?

4. I am not exactly clear on just exactly how independent the two groups (research and evaluation) are expected to work.  In other words, is avoidance of bias/conflict of interest key at all levels, or should we work together?

5. Can you elaborate more on the voluntary cost-sharing? 

6. On the Letter of Intent, are all those bullets in the 350 words?

7. For a collaborative proposal (two institutions), do we submit one or two letters of intent?

8. Are 350 words what is available for Intellectual Merit and Broader impact statements? 
9. Can a school district serve as the lead agency?

10. Can hyperlinks be included in the 15 pages or does that constitute exceeding the 15 pages? 

11. We are from a community college teaching many remedial courses whose curriculum is arithmetic and algebra. In this case would we qualify for the program if we would do teaching experiment in our college, or it is necessary to join with schools?
12. The letter of intent requests that one identify a STEM focus and STEM discipline. What is the difference?
13. Do all of the institutions and partners have to be decided by the letter of intent submission deadline?
14. What exactly is highly transformative project? Please give examples and how are they connected to the definition of the transformative research on NSF website.
15. Is development of learning trajectories in algebra which do not exist now, transformative?
16. Can you address what you see as the distinction between the Cyberlearning solicitation and DRK12, in terms of technological innovations in teaching and learning STEM subjects?

17. Within the teaching strand, what is the expected with regards to "evidence of student learning" given that the focus of the strand is on increasing teacher learning. 
November 2, 2011 webinar

1. If we have had similar exploratory materials development projects but are building new interdisciplinary materials can it be classified as R&D?

2. For a strand 2 grant, do I need a commitment letter from participating schools at the time of submitting the proposal? 
3. I'm new to NSF. I have reviewed the RFP and the Grant Proposal Guide. In the GPG, I see a requirement for current and pending support to be listed. How does this work with the cost share prohibition and what does NSF expect to see here? Thank you.
4. What is the anticipated timeline for review and award?
5. What is an expectation of a start date for funded projects?
6. Timeline question:  What is a reasonable start date for  the work (for planning/design purposes)?
7. Are proposals from previously/currently funded projects available for public review?
8. Because there is no overlap of program officers between the physical/chemical content area and the assessment strand, as someone in chemistry education research who wants to submit an assessment proposal, whom would I contact?
9. Does NSF fund project whose co-PI is not U.S. citizen?
10. Is there a database of final reports of  funded projects?
11. With respect to Exploratory Projects and the role of an advisory committee, is it acceptable to have discipline specialist on the panel review the content of the materials and research methodology specialists review the research procedures and analyses?  Would this qualify as acceptable evaluation?
12. What is the policy/culture of working with us prior to submitting the proposal? Can we get feedback? Ask questions?

13. Can more than one person be PI for the proposal or should other step down to be Co-PIs? Thanks
14. Are projects limited to K12 or would it be acceptable to include community colleges as part of the work, such as providing content knowledge to students?

15. About evaluation, is there any preferred evaluation design? Such as quasi-experimental or experimental design?

16. If we can attach a list of personnel as a supplementary document, do we also need to list personnel in the 15-page narrative? Is this a new rule?

17. A homevisiting math and science based program for toddlers and preschoolers : is this eligible for this funding.

18. Do the maximum amounts for duration and budget imply a maximum per year, or are they separate--for instance, could an exploratory proposal be for a 2-year project for up to $450,000?

19. Is everyone who submits a letter of intent invited to submit a proposal?
20. Are there criteria on the "development" and "refinement" of the educational product proposed to be developed? I guess, I am asking are there expectations on the process and criteria to be fullfilled in the product development? and how much detail is wanted?
21. What information should be on the supplementary list of personnel, name, institution, ??
22. What is a reasonable rate for a consultant?

23. Are junior researchers reviewed differently, accounting for a shorter grant and publication history? Or, should junior research limit themselves to exploratory grants to help with chances of getting funding?
24. What to do if the application includes a disclosure of a patentable idea?

